
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reports Occupy St. Louis has affected 
the city's annual Christmas celebration. Macy's annual Festival of 
Lights celebration was supposed to be held in Kiener Plaza but the 
event was moved to Citygarden, two blocks west of Kiener Plaza 
where the Occupy St. Louis movement had been camped out for 
six weeks.

Here are some of the latest developments in the story.

* Occupy St. Louis has had most of its encampment broken down 
as city ordinances have been enforced. As many as 27 people were 
arrested Sunday when the city finally enforced the law and ordered 
tents removed. A couple hundred people were there surrounding 
Kiener Plaza to support the protesters.

* Organizers of the Macy's Festival of Lights said they wanted the opening of the celebration to be a "family event." There will be two 
huge Christmas trees this year, one in Kiener Plaza and another in Citygarden. Citygarden is the downtown area's relatively new 
sculpture garden on Ninth and Market Streets.

* Two days after the arrests, most of the Occupy St. Louis protests had dispersed. Around five or six individuals were left as they sat 
on park benches.

* The Macy's Holiday Festival of Lights kicks off from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Friday at Citygarden. In addition to a tree lighting, Circus 
Flora will perform in addition to the Grand Center Arts Academy. Another St. Louis tradition will perform when the St. Louis Christmas 
Carols Association will sing during its 100th anniversary year.

* Circus Flora has been in St. Louis for over 25 years. They have been thrilling kids of all ages with family friendly entertainment such 
as horses, acrobats, clowns and high-wire acts.

* There will be fireworks after the tree lighting when it gets darker. The pyrotechnic display would be visible from Kiener Plaza.

* Mayor Francis Slay in his blog has proposed to offer another space near downtown St. Louis that will exist for the express purpose 
of hosting protests. Camping out will not be allowed on the property.

* The Occupy St. Louis movement will attempt to have a large gathering Thursday at 3 p.m. At that time, the group will put their civil 
disobedience training to use. A session is scheduled for today at 9:30 a.m. in order to train members on how to be civilly disobedient. 
All of the "Occupy" movements are supposedly going to have one big event on Thursday around the United States.

* Earthcam has a webcam in Kiener Plaza. The large tree has gone up and awaits lights to get ready for the holiday season. 
Citygarden's lights will be operational until the end of February. 
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