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Greenville Zoo ready for birth of new baby giraffe

A giraffe who makes her home at the Greenville Zoo is about to give birth, and a web cam has been set up to allow people to keep an 
eye on the “maternity ward.”

Autumn, the 6-year-old Masai giraffe, will give birth to the zoo’s first baby giraffe.

To take a peek at Autumn and possibly get to witness the birth, click here to go to the livestreaming Earth Cam. At times the camera is 
turned off or not available. WYFF News 4 does not control the camera.

Autumn and her mate are on a breeding loan. As part of the loan, Autumn came to the Greenville Zoo from the Franklin Park Zoo in 
Boston in 2007 to be paired with the zoo’s male giraffe, Walter, 7, from the San Diego Zoo.

“The hope is that Autumn is on exhibit for the birth, which will allow her the space to pace and also a suitable surface for giving birth,” 
said Jeff Bullock, Zoo Administrator. “Being born on exhibit will give the newborn space to find its legs and hopefully be up and walking 
soon after being born.” If, however, the calf is born during the night, there are two barn stalls set aside for Autumn that are bedded with 
playground mulch to ensure a soft surface for the baby’s arrival.

Giraffe births are unusual in that they give birth while standing, and the baby is born hooves-first. A newborn calf, which can weigh 
between 120-150 pounds and stand 6-feet tall at birth, will usually take its first steps within an hour of its birth. Giraffes are one of the 
few animals born with horns on their heads.

Zoo officials said as Autumn prepares to deliver her calf, she has been separated from Walter. The goal is to get the pair accustomed 
to being apart because once their calf is born they will be separated for several weeks.

The separation will allow time for mother and calf to bond without interruption and time for the calf to gain the strength to endure the 
curiosity of his father.

The staff will also want to ensure that Autumn is alone so that she can focus on giving birth, without interference from Walter.

http://www.earthcam.com/usa/southcarolina/greenville/

