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GREENVILLE, SC (FOX Carolina) -

After several weeks of waiting, the giraffe at the Greenville Zoo gave 
birth Monday night.

Jeff Bullock, the zoo’s director, confirmed to FOX Carolina that Autumn 
went in to labor just before 11 p.m. About an hour later, the newest 
member of the zoo arrived.

“It’s quite a blessing for us,” said Jeff Bullock with the Greenville Zoo.

The calf was up and walking within about an hour of its birth and 
immediately started trying to nurse, Bullock said. The sex of the newborn 
giraffe was not immediately known. Zoo officials said they may not have 
the chance to know until the calf’s physical Wednesday.

In a foxcarolina.com web poll, 57 percent of users hoped it would be a 
girl. Zoo officials said they have selected a name for either sex from a 
contest they held earlier this year and will announce the name once the 
calf’s gender is known.

SLIDESHOW: Baby giraffe born, takes first steps

About two weeks ago, it appeared that Autumn the Masai giraffe was getting close to having her calf, which turned out to be a false 
alarm. The close-call prompted zoo officials to install webcams, so fascinated animal lovers all over the world could watch the birth, 
but the cameras were not available 24 hours a day.

Since the installation, the page has been viewed more than 1 million times, according to a spokesperson for EarthCam. Viewers from 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia and across Europe have watched the video in addition to the thousands across the United 
States.

Officials at the zoo said the calf is expected to be about 6’ tall and about 150 pounds. The calf was walking within about an hour after it 
was born. It spent the night with its mom, bonding, nursing and exploring the barn.

Autumn is on a breeding loan from Boston’s Franklin Park Zoo. She was paired with the zoo’s male giraffe, 7-year-old Walter, who is 
from the San Diego Zoo. Franklin Park Zoo owns the calf, which will return to the northeast after it is raised by its mother.

Bullock said the calf will stay in Greenville for at least a year. Visitors wanting to see the baby in person will have the chance to soon. 
While an exact time has not been set when it will be released into the exhibit, Bullock said they will try to get it out as soon as possible 
to let it get some sunshine and stretch its legs.

Giraffes, the tallest land animal in the world, have one of the longest gestation periods of any mammal - 15 months. They also give 
birth standing up.
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