
HANNIBAL, Mo. — Mark Twain’s legacy was celebrated Wednesday in 
ways that are both old and new on the 100th anniversary of the famous 
author’s death.

School children, political figures and local crowds turned out to provide 
artifacts for a time capsule, unveil a webcam and announce the     
completion of a new exhibit at the Huckleberry Finn House.

Cindy Lovell, director of the Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum, 
spoke from experience about the draw of Hannibal’s most famous      
resident.

“My first pilgrimage here was in 1996,” Lovell said, noting that she came back repeatedly before accepting her 
current position.

During the noon-hour ceremony, Lovell noted that the webcam operated by EarthCam, showed a hit in         
Australia.

Henry Sweets, curator of the home and museum, said Facebook pages, the webcam and other connections 
reach people in ways that could not have been fathomed even a few years ago.

“We’re trying to make ourselves as available as we can to the world,” Sweets said.

Tom and Becky ambassadors briefly shared their experiences during nearly a year greeting visitors and repre-
senting America’s Hometown. Elijah Harrison said one visitor “gave me a quarter and asked me to leave him 
alone.” Others told of more cordial greetings or miscues that were memorable.

Three essay contest winners told how they would like to be remembered in 100 years.

Twain’s memory lives thanks to the continuing popularity of his writings. “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” and 
“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” continue to have higher sales than today’s best-selling novels and have 
been translated into more than 60 languages.

The Huck Finn House has a new exhibit. Located in the historic area, the home opened to the public in 2006 
and is a replica of the home occupied by the Blankenship family. Twain said Tom Blankenship was the            
inspiration for Huck Finn. Jane Parham of Hannibal provided support for the exhibit, which includes period 
furniture and panels detailing the Blankenships family history.

The webcam can be accessed at www.earthcam.com and typing Mark Twain in the search line. The image that 
appears is taken from the front of the Becky Thatcher home looking east. Activities in the mall, between the 
Twain and Thatcher homes, can be viewed live. The Mississippi River can be seen in the background.
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