
For the uninitiated, a webcam is a video camera attached to a computer and allows you, the user, to pass a video feed 
over the Internet usually as part of some sort of instant messaging. As well as a video signal, it will do audio. However, 
the term also has another meaning as a video camera filming something and streaming the signal continuously over the 
Net. And it is here that I start my article by saying that there is an unbelievable amount of stuff going on in the world. It is 
difficult to keep up!

I have blathered on several times about how Google impresses me with the idea of bringing the disparate of the world to 
my fingertips. See my blog Google and Google Street View: The world at our fingertips. Let's add to the web pages, the 
pictures, the videos and the gawd-only-knows-what-else, the live video feeds available to us from a variety of webcams 
placed all over the planet.

Note: Some webcams are actually live but some only provide periodic updates to what is essentially a static image. 
These updates can vary from every second or two to once a minute to possibly every 15 minutes. While the updates are 
continuous and the images are being taken live, this isn't exactly the same as "live streaming" which infers something 
continuous like television.

What is streaming?
Instead of you downloading a video file onto your local hard drive then viewing it, you connect a video player of some sort 
to a video source on the Internet. You watch the content as it is delivered to your computer for display but you do not 
store the content as a file. Yes, video can be downloaded but streaming means you don't have to.

Some sample live streaming video
I hunted around and found a few live webcams.

Times Square, New York City
http://www.earthcam.com/usa/newyork/timessquare/?cam=lennon
This webcam is pointing out the 2nd floor window of the restaurant TGI Friday's and looks directly into the square with a 
live feed.

Niagara Falls
http://www.fallsviewcam.com
This camera is set up at the Fallsview Plaza Hotel and provides a live feed of the area showing the "Canadian Falls", the 
"American Falls" and Victoria Park in the direction of the Rainbow Bridge.

Abbey Road, London England
http://www.abbeyroad.com/visit/
This live feed shows the crossing on Abbey Road where the Beatles were photographed for the cover of their famous 
album of the same name.

Rio de Janeiro
http://www.earthcam.com/brazil/riodejaneiro/
Host city of the 2016 Olympic Games

The Bubble Cam
http://www.andieandmike.org/bubblecam/index.htm
The owners have set up this webcam in a south Florida garden but the "feature" of this cam is that you, the viewer, can 
click on a button to activate bubbles, the type of soap bubbles you blow with a ring. Quite amusing. These people provide 
stats on the visits and describe how they did this with a picture of what the device looks like.
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