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The exterior of the new downtown Central Library is 
nearly complete, and now comes the fun part -- the 
finishes and flourishes.

Benchmark Landscapes of Poway says it’s ready 
to begin adding the landscaping next month at 
the J Street and Park Boulevard site. The contract 
amount is $290,609 out of an overall budget of 
$184.9 million. Construction is due for completion 
by March with the opening expected next summer.

“Not only is this a great opportunity for us to help 
create a beautiful library for all of San Diego, but 
to showcase our incredibly talented team and the 
wonderful work that they do,” said Benchmark 
President John Mohns.

Under a plan by landscape architect Katherine 
Stangle, Benchmark will plant a “green screen” or 
“living wall” of honeysuckle vines that will weave 
through a 24-foot-high stainless steel mesh 
between the rooftop level and ninth floor.

The green wall will overlook a sculpture courtyard, 
paved with river rocks. The exterior of the ninth floor 
level also will include an outdoor terrace. This level 
is where the library’s board room, local history room, 
rare books room and art gallery are planned, along 
with a special events room for up to 500 guests.

On the fifth floor will be a rock garden around the project’s signature trellis-like dome. And on the ground floor will be the entry courtyard.

The centerpiece of this space will be a large, 72-inch-box specimen California pepper, surrounded by decomposed granite and sand-set 
brick pavers. A trellis planted with red flowering flame vines will connect the auditorium and library entrance.

“The idea with the courtyard is you might stop there and read the paper,” Stangle said. “There will be a little cafe outside and a community 
room.”

Jim Darroch in design architect Rob Quigley’s office offered additional landscaping details. Street trees will include jacarandas, London 
plane, American gum and Tipuana Tipu, also called rosewood. The lightwell in the lower level of the garage will feature shade-tolerant 
plants. And beneath the arcade on the east side of the building will be planters filled with native plants. Turner Construction is the general 
contractor and Tucker Sadler, with Quigley, the project architects.
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A webcam for by Turner Construction captures the view as of Aug. 29, 2012, of 
the new central library's construction progress.
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