
A humble goldfish pond in Aberdeen has beaten the Acropolis and the 
Grand Canyon in a poll of the world’s top webcam sites.

The website, which broadcasts round-the-clock, 365- days-a-year footage of 
nine goldfish, was visited by more than 24,000 people last year, earning it a 
place in the top 25 list alongside the Eiffel Tower and Niagara Falls.

Malcolm McLennan, a bus driver from Aberdeen, who built the webcam 
himself to save money, began broadcasting from his modest 7ft by 4ft garden pond six years ago.

Since then the website has attracted a cult following. Every week more than 500 people log on to watch the broadcast, 
which features cameo appearances by a frog and a heron that feeds occasionally on the pond’s regular inhabitants.

EarthCam, the internet webcam portal that conducted the poll, said McLennan’s website had beaten thousands of rivals 
to become one of the world’s most interesting websites.

Also included in the top 25 list is the studio webcam of the American talk show host Ellen DeGeneres, who mentioned the 
PondCam on her television programme.

“I want to set up a webcam in my pond, too,” she said. “I have loads of fish. I have named them all. I would like to see 
what they are up to.”

McLennan, 56, said he was surprised by its popularity. He added that since winning the award, the number of viewers 
had risen by a quarter.

“I just put myself up to be listed on EarthCam and it became webcam of the week in April last year, I really didn’t expect 
this,” he said. “It’s just a little hobby. I was quite surprised, to be honest, but it is great.”

He added: “It has always been surprisingly popular and I have only had one bad comment so far, where someone said 
that it was quite boring.”

McLennan said he had been contacted by people across the world for advice on how to set up a webcam.

An EarthCam spokesman said: “We looked at thousands of webcams and narrowed them down to 125 nominees. Celeb-
rity judges chose the 25 winners. They are too different for anyone to try and figure out the best one.

“The list isn’t just about exciting cameras. A camera can win because it is technologically amazing, or shows a great view, 
or just because it is a bit different.

“One of our winners in the past was a camera showing cheddar ageing.” 
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