
Short list for Ocean Strand

Six companies were slated to make 10-minute presentations Jan. 24, hoping 
to be picked to do a site plan for a park on Ocean Strand, the 15-acre stretch 
of oceanfront that neighbors are afraid could end up as a private beach club.

The Greater Boca Raton Beach & Park District narrowed down the list of 
applicants, and invited them for a briefing. It wasn't clear if board members 
would decide on one company the same day or chew on it until the next 
meeting. The applicants are Ibi Group, Curtis Group, Kimley Horn, Slattery & 
Associates, Calvin Giordano, and Bermello, Ajamil & Partners Inc.

Neighbors have mounted a vigorous campaign to make sure the property isn't 
used commercially, specifically for Penn Florida's Via Mizner project at the 
northeast corner of Federal Highway and Camino Real. It's proposed as a 
luxury hotel, office space, condominiums and stores and restaurants. The 
problems started when the developer asked the city for oceanfront space for a 
beach club to keep the project moving forward.

The city started rezone proceedings on the property on Jan. 11, to reassure the people who have been speaking at City 
Council meetings for months that council backs keeping Ocean Strand as a public park, even though the city doesn't 
even own it. Council angered the residents after they had 1,522 petitions signed and the city wouldn't accept them 
because of a legal technicality. One speaker talked about challenging that decision in court, but quickly backed off of that 
position.

"We're on the verge of being sued over something our board and the Beach and Park District agree on. Our city code 
says we cannot alienate the public from our beaches," City Councilman Anthony Majhess said at a council meeting. He 
pushed for the land use change, and asked for a joint meeting with the district. "We should take a leadership role on 
what we want for the city," he said.

The park district, however, wanted to tackle the rezoning after the site plan was designed, saying doing it the other way 
around has cost more money in the past.

"We have clear title to the land, so it can't be leased out from under us," Bob Rollins Jr. told the neighbors, who packed a 
parks district meeting. He just relinquished his role as chairman to Dr. Dennis Frisch in the new board elections for this 
year.

Follow FAU stadium build online

Florida Atlantic University reported thousands of hits, even before the publicity about the webcam installed on the 
construction site of the new stadium on the Boca Raton campus.

"Since the webcam has started at the end of December, we've had more than 3,700 hits," according to Lisa Metcalf, 
associate director of media relations. "Projected opening date is Oct. 15 for FAU's first football home game of the 2011 
season."

Here's the link: http://www.fau.edu/stadium/earthcam.html.

The webcam updates every 15 minutes, and has shots going back to Nov. 23.

The $70 million open-air stadium will have 6,000 seats, 24 suites, 26 loge boxes, 1,000 premier club seats and 4,000 
priority club seats.
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