
Catch the view from the webcams Friday

Two North Jersey business owners have a personal reason to celebrate 
Friday at the 125th birthday party for the Statue of Liberty.

Brian Cury of Hackensack-based EarthCam, Inc. will celebrate the realization 
of a 10-year dream to give the world a view from the top of the statue. Douglas 
Muttart of Liberty Elevator Corp. in Paterson will be celebrating the fact that his 
company won the opportunity, for the second time, to install elevators in the statue.

At end the anniversary celebration, five webcams installed by EarthCam in the 
statue's torch will be switched on, and Internet users around the world will be able 
to see panoramic views of New York Harbor and the statue's crown.

Soon after the celebration, demolition crews will begin removing the double-decker 
hydraulic elevator Muttart's father installed 25 years ago, and Liberty will prepare 
to install three new state-of-the art elevators inside the landmark.

The company, then a division of National Elevator, installed the hydraulic elevator 
25 years ago, as part of the facelift the statue received for the 1986 
centennial celebration.

Douglas and Darren Muttart, president and vice president, respectively, of Liberty, 
said they see the chance to work on the Statue as a way to honor the legacy of 
their late father, Douglas K. Muttart, who was so proud of the company's earlier 
installation that he changed the company's name to Liberty in 1987.

"Liberty Elevator Corporation is now honored to continue this association and to 
be a part of a project that will make Lady Liberty safer and more accessible to the 
millions of people who visit the Statue each year," Douglas J. Muttart said.

The installation is part of a $26 million renovation project to add staircases and additional elevators to the statue. The interior of the 
statue will be closed during the renovation, but the grounds will be open to visitors. Muttart said Liberty plans to have 13 employees 
working on the project, beginning the installation in March and completing it by August.

Muttart said being able to put together a proposal that used equipment and parts all made in the United States, as well as being able to 
engineer a solution for the space restrictions of the project, gave Liberty an edge in winning the contract. They created a solution that 
will be the first of its kind. The California company creating the elevator design is calling it "The Freedom Package", Muttart said, "and it 
will be the first of its kind." The company will team with Joseph A Natoli Construction of Pine Brook for the project.

Cury said the statue, back in 1886 "really was a technological advancement to be able to build something like that." He said he is was 
trying to advance webcam technology with the installation, which he first suggest to the National Parks Service after the statue was 
closed following the 9/11 attacks. He didn't hear anything about his suggestion until last spring, as the Parks Service was preparing for 
the 125th celebration. "I was elated," he said. "In a lot of ways it was like a 10-year dream come true for me."

One of the webcams will also have streaming audio, to give web visitors the sounds as well as the sights from the torch.

This undated photo provided by EarthCam, shows the 
Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor, in New York, through 
a fisheye lens mounted in its torch. Five torch cams will be 
switched on Friday during a ceremony to commemorate 
the statue’s dedication. 

Landmark views
Images from the webcams installed in the torch of the 
Statue of Liberty by Hackensack-based Earthcam Inc. can 
be viewed at northjersey.com/torch beginning Friday 
morning. They will be switched on during the ceremony to 
commemorate the 125th anniversary of the dedication of 
the statue on Oct. 28, 1886.
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http://www.earthcam.com/usa/newyork/statueofliberty/
http://www.nps.gov/stli/photosmultimedia/torch-cam.htm

