
(EndPlay Staff Reports) - As she turns 125 on Friday, the Statue of Liberty is getting a 
high-tech gift: some live-streaming webcams mounted around her torch.

Not since 1916 have visitors been allowed inside the torch. Now via the web, the 
world can see the New York harbor, skyline and more from the torch's view.

"You don't have to be afraid of heights, because for the first time ever, you can see a 
view from the torch looking down towards her crown, face, tablet and historic Fort 
Wood all from your computer or smartphone," David Luchsinger, superintendent of 
the Statue of Liberty National Monument and Ellis Island, said in a statement . 
“It’s really a wonderful way for people from around the world to connect with Lady 
Liberty using today’s technology.”

Web views are to be available on Friday, the 125th anniversary of the statue's 
dedication, at http://www.nps.gov/stli/index.htm .

Festivities on Friday will also include the swearing-in of 125 immigrants and actress Sigourney Weaver reading Emma Lazarus' famous 
words about the statue.

Starting Saturday the statue will close as an extensive remodeling begins inside. Improvements will include new stairways and eleva-
tors. During the work, which could last a year, Liberty Island will remain open. A monument spokeswoman told USA Today that 86 
percent of visitors to the island do not venture inside the Statue of Liberty.

Here are some facts about the statue from the National Parks Service :

• A gift from France to the people of the United States, the statue is considered a universal symbol of freedom and democracy.

• Located on a 12-acre island, the Statue of Liberty was dedicated on Oct. 28, 1886, and designated as a National Monument in 1924.

• It was restored for its centennial on July 4, 1986.

• The statue was designed by Frederic Bartholdi and symbolized freedom for immigrants.

• And Lazarus' famous words of 1883 remain engraved on the statue: "Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to
  breathe free ... Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"
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