
The Mark Twain Boyhood Home & Museum is marking the occasion of the 100th anniversary of Mark Twain’s 
death at 12:00noon on April 21, 2010 in the garden of the Boyhood Home.  The ceremony will honor the legacy 
of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, known to the world as “Mark Twain,” who spent his formative years in Hannibal 
from the ages 4 to 17.  Twain immortalized Hannibal in his best-loved books, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, which continue to outsell today’s bestsellers in the U.S. and abroad; they 
are published in more than sixty languages.

The ceremony will include three events: 1) the burying of a time capsule; 2) the unveiling of a webcam; and 3) 
the unveiling of the new exhibit installation at the Huckleberry Finn House.  Hannibal Mayor Roy Hark will issue 
a proclamation declaring 2010 “The Year of Mark Twain.”  He will be joined by others who will make brief 
remarks including museum director Cindy Lovell, curator Henry Sweets, and the Tom & Becky ambassadors. 
Three essay contest winners, Kori Caswell (10th grade, Hannibal High School), Jack Baumann (6th grade, 
Holy Family School), and Lynsie Boling (4th grade, Center Elementary School) will read their 100 word essays 
about how the world will remember them 100 years after their death.

The time capsule will include artifacts from 2010 including a photo of the ten Tom & Becky ambassadors, the 
mayor’s proclamation, and a reproduction of the stories that ran in the Hannibal Courier-Post in 1910 when 
Mark Twain died.  The Courier-Post plans to include the reproduction as an insert, and additional copies will be 
available at the Museum gift shops with sales going to support the Museum’s endowment. 

The webcam has been on the Museum’s “wish list” for some time and is being donated by EarthCam.com, the 
premier global webcam network on the Internet with more than 200,000 visits each day.  It will be mounted on 
the Becky Thatcher House and show the entire mall area in front of the Boyhood Home with the Mississippi 
River as a backdrop.  The video will be broadcast around the world 24 hours a day. Visitors can pose by the 
recently installed whitewashing bucket at the famous fence and smile for the camera while viewers from 
around the world look on. EarthCam founder and CEO Brian Cury said, “We recognize Mark Twain’s              
importance to the world and are proud to be donating the webcam to the Museum. Webcams impact visitation 
to an area,and we expect that this will bring more visitors to America’s Hometown.” Once launched, viewers 
can access the webcam at http://www.earthcam.com/marktwain.

The Huckleberry Finn House, which was open to the public in 2006, is a replica of the home occupied by the 
Blankenship family. Twain wrote that Tom Blankenship was his model for Huck. St. Louis architect Laurent 
Torno, Jr., who oversaw the reconstruction, has designed and installed an exhibit that includes period furniture 
and panels detailing the story of the Blankenships. Support for this exhibit was provided by Jane Parham. 

Hannibal residents and Twain fans from near and far are invited to turn out for this once in a lifetime event to 
honor America’s most beloved author.  Events are planned in other cities around the world to honor Twain’s 
legacy on this day as well.

Hannibal to Celebrate 100th Anniversary of Twain's Death
April 19, 2010

http://www.earthcam.com/
http://www.earthcam.com/

