
Wednesday marked the 100-year anniversary of the death of 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens. But the legacy of Mark Twain is 
still alive and well, particularly in the community where he grew 
up - Hannibal.

“One hundred years ago today we lost our greatest writer, but 
as I tell everybody we didn’t lose him at all. His legacy is very 
much intact. You cannot swing a dead cat and not hit         
something that doesn’t have something to do with Mark Twain,” 
Cindy Lovell, executive director of the Mark Twain Boyhood 
Home and Museum in Hannibal, told a gathering of               
approximately 100 people who gathered at Twain’s boyhood 
home around noon Wednesday.

Following the event, Lovell admitted it was a day of mixed emotions for her.
“I feel very happy that so many people came out to honor Mark Twain today,” she said. “But I feel very sad 
because I can’t help but think of what everyone felt 100 years ago when they got the news.”
Among the highlights of Wednesday’s celebration was the gathering of items to go into a time capsule which 
will be buried next to the boyhood home.

“We’re asking for it to be opened in 50 years,” said Lovell. “I don’t expect to be here, but we had 10 Toms and 
Beckys here today. We also had three essay contest winners here today, so there were 13 young people on 
hand who will be here in 50 years. I want them to open it, remember this wonderful day, go through the artifacts 
and say, ‘Do you remember what that was for? Oh, I remember that!’”

Also unveiled Wednesday was a Web cam, which has been mounted on the Becky Thatcher House and shows 
the entire mall area in front of the boyhood home. The Web cam can be found on the Internet at 
http://www.earthcam.com/marktwain.

“This was donated to us so we’re very grateful to EarthCam for doing that. This has been a wish list item for us 
for a long, long time, but we just couldn’t allocate that funding,” said Lovell.

The Huck Finn House was opened to the public in 2006, but Wednesday Lovell proudly declared it finished.

“Today it is 100 percent complete. The final exhibit has been installed by Laurent Torno, Jr., the architect and 
designer. It’s fantastic. It has period furniture. It’s just absolutely wonderful,” she said, citing the contributions of 
the Parham and Coons families for making the exhibit a reality.

While a considerable amount of planning went into Wednesday’s event, Lovell believes organizers were 
assisted by a guardian angel.

“I’ve been saying this all year, I feel Mark Twain’s presence much more strongly than I normally do,” she said. “I 
swear he has a hand in everything that’s going on right now.”
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