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No brush or touch has gone by unnoticed.

Through the lens of a webcam, the world has watched Kiko the 
Masai giraffe grow up inside the giraffe barn at the Greenville Zoo.

More than 200,000 watched live as first-time mom Autumn gave 
birth to Kiko in a few anxious minutes on Oct. 22. His fame has 
only grown since.

The footage of the calf and those tender moments have named 
one of the year’s 25 most interesting webcams around the world by 
the network that hosts it, EarthCam.

“Some of this year’s standouts include a peek into the daily lives 
of a Masai giraffe family at the Greenville Zoo in South Carolina,” 
EarthCam said in a statement.

Emails from enthralled fans have come from Australia, Poland, Belgium and Mexico, said Keith Gilchrist, the zoo’s general curator, 
and 40,000 people a week continue to tune in to the barn’s webcam.

“Being able to share that whole journey from when Autumn was pregnant to Kiko being born has touched so many people that we’ve 
just been blown away by the whole experience,” Gilchrist said.

EarthCam producers scoured thousands of webcam sites to compile a list of 100 semi-finalists before narrowing it down to the top 25 
based on quality of image, uniqueness of the content and overall technical achievements.

“The creativity and quality of the content is evident in this year’s list of winners,” said Brian Curry, CEO and founder of EarthCam. “This 
fantastic group of webcams entertain people all over the world.”

Also among the winners was footage from campus cameras at the College of Charleston, daily prayers at the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul 
and recovery efforts of a ship wreck off the cost of Tuscany.

Kiko, which means “autumn’s child” in Swahili, is now 7 feet tall and growing bolder by the day, Gilchrist said. The family spent a quiet 
Christmas eating “extra special” leaves, branches and other favorite treats.


