
HANNIBAL, MO. -- One hundred years ago from Wednesday, April 20th a Hannibal 
hero died.

Hundreds of people came out to celebrate the life of Samuel Clemens, better 
known as Mark Twain, who grew up in Hannibal. The ceremony took place in the 
garden of Twain's boyhood home and included three events. One of those events 
was the burying of a time capsule.

"It will include artifacts such as a proclamation from Governor Nixon. We have 
Mayor Roy Hark here in Hannibal, proclaimed 2010 the year of Mark Twain. So 
we're collecting artifacts to put in the time capsule," said Mark Twain Boyhood 
Home and Museum Executive Director Cindy Lovell.

Other artifacts put in the time capsule include a photo of the ten Tom and Becky 
ambassadors and a reproduction of the stories that ran in the Hannibal Courier Post when Mark Twain died in 1910. 

The second event was the unveiling of a web-cam. The camera is mounted on the Becky Thatcher house and will show 
the entire mall area in front of the boyhood 24-7 over the internet.

"The web-cam is live and people can log on, we have a little sign up, so we say call your friends, tell them to log on and 
wave at them from Hannibal. It's right in front of the boyhood fence where we have a big bucket and a white-washing 
brush if they want to show their friends that they're really white washing while they're in Hannibal," said Lovell.

Check out the website at www.earthcam.com/marktwain

The third event has been in the making for several years, it was the unveiling of the new exhibit at the Huckleberry Finn 
House. This is the final piece of the house reconstruction which began in 2006. It is based on the home of the            
Blankenship family.

"Tom Blankenship was a Hannibal boy who was a friend of Sam Clemens. So when Sam wrote Huckleberry Finn and 
Tom Sawyer he modeled the character Huckleberry Finn on Tom Blankenship. And working from old photographs and 
using authentic material the house had been reconstructed, what we hadn't done was complete the exhibition," said 
Lovell.

There was more good news for the Mark Twain museum Wednesday. PETA donated $5,000 to the museum, which will 
go towards general operation of the museum. Executive Director of the museum Cindy Lovell tells KHQA Mark Twain 
was quite the animal lover and was strongly against testing on live animals.

"Because of Twain's legacy as an animal lover, PETA contacted us and said they would like to support our cause here. 
So we installed the plague and hung some photographs of Mark Twain with his pets with it," said Lovell.

Part of the plaque that was installed was an excerpt of a letter Twain wrote in 1899 about testing on live animals.

100th anniversary of Mark Twain's death 
April 21, 2010


